Historic Steam Engine in Provo En Route 
To Heber for Proposed Scenic Railway Use 


By CONNIE HANSEN 


Heber Correspondent - 
The grand old girl has 
returned home to Provo after 19 
years, said C. H. Nielson, 
member of the Wasatch 
National Historic Society, 


referring to the arrival of a 425- 


foot steam train into the Union 
Pacific depot Tuesday af- 
ternoon. 

- Mr. Nielson, whose society has 
been instrumental in getting the 
train back into service as a 
scenic train, stated that the 
steam engine, a Harriman and 
Standard 208, was named after 
the president of the Union 
Pacific, E. H. Harriman, who in 
1902 consolidated five railway 
lines to form the Associated 
Railroads. During this time, the 
Harriman Standard locomotives 
were produced, being over built, 
as Mr. Harriman had ordered 


that only the best engines be 


produced. 
Built in 1908 


The steam-operated, coal- 
burning locomotive was built in 
1908 by Baldwin, and has 57 inch 
drivers, It weighs 203,500 pounds 
and carries 210 pounds of steam 
pressure. 

After Associated Railways 

‚was dissolved by court order, 
ruling a monopoly was being 
held, the engine passed into the 

-hands of the Union Pacific. Most 
of the engines of this type were 
scrapped, but this one was 
reconditioned and put on display: 
at the state fairgrounds in 1951. 

A caboose that will be a part of 
the train was donated to the 
Wasatch National Historic 
Society by Brigham Young 
University, who obtained it from 
Union Pacitic. 

Canyon Route 

The engine, caboose and four 

passenger cars were put on the 


Garfield Western spur where 


they were pulled by a Union 


Pacific locomotive to Provo. 
They will be transferred to the 
Denver and Rio Grande Western 
line and continue their journey 
to Heber through Provo Canyon. 
The train will become Utah’s 
first scenic train, patterned 
after the well-known Silverton- 


Durango Line in Silverton, Colo. 

Upon its arrival in Heber, the 
Wasatch County Railway and 
Development Company will 
recondition the engine, and 
passenger cars will be repainted 
by company members. 

The train will not leave Provo 
until at least Friday morning, 
according to district manager 


\ 


DESTINED TO BECOME Utah’s first scenic train, engine 
618 sits in Provo waiting to be moved to Heber for recon- 


for the DRGW, J. I. Holland- 
sworth. He said that tracks by 
Hale must be re-laid in order for 
the train to proceed to Heber, 
and permission must be ob- 
tained from the Interstate 
Commerce Commission. He 
expected that would be obtained 
by Friday. The railroad wants to 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Herald Photo by Phil Shurtleff 
the engine from the state fairgrounds, where it has been on 


display since 1951. The coal-burner will probably move up 
ditioning. Four passenger cars and a caboose accompanied Provo Canyon Friday if all preparations are in order. 
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USE YOUR FAVORITE BANK CARD TER 
California is a special way of living. Korel of California caplures kak an 


In Koratron® Francisca. The bold new look for fall interpreted in beautiful understated fashions. New vibrant colas h 
New detailing. New styling. Plus easy care 50% Dacron® Polyester, 50% Cotton. Machine wash, machine dry and f i" 
need to ever iron. These separates keep their special look for your carefree special way of living. : 
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at month after having 
field in a range of less than 5 
¿percent during the, June- 
X August period. 

‘An indication that some new 
“policies may be forthcoming 
‘atom the administration to 
{deal with cost-push inflation 
was contained in the State- 
ent of Ronald L. Ziegler, the 
“White House press secretary, 
“after the latest consumer 
$ ‚price figures were announced. 


«5 To Intensify Efforts 


+ “We look on that with some 
concern and with a desire to 


& farther intensify our efforts in 
+ dealing with it,” he said. Zieg- 
“Yer ‘also said that the next 
“inflation alert" to be pub- 
lished by the Council of Eco- 
nomic Advisers "would be 
more direct and “tougher” in 
pinpointing wage and price in- 


creases regarded as ex- 
cessive. 
Nevertheless, top adminis- 


tration officials have been 
hewing to the line that the na- 
m still is making some prog- 
in the fight to subdue 
ation. They were heart- 
‘ned by the news that 
Aviiolesale prices had declined 
0.2 percent in November, the 
sharpest drop in 3% years. 


Economic News Mixed 


2^ The week's ration of eco- 
minmir news comprised a rath- 
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without fear of 
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DESTINATION: HEBER CITY 


Old 618 Be 


Je Mov /970 
By JAN PADFIELD 
Desert News Staff Writer 


Wasatch County's tourist 
railway through scenie Provo 
Canyon took a giant step for- 
‘ward Sunday with whistle 
blowing, bells ringing and the 
crowds cheering. 

Old Engine 618, buil in 
1907, rolled onto Salt Lake- 
Garfield (Saltair) Tracks pre- 
paratory to a trip to Provo for 
firing, then onto the tracks of 
the old “Heber Creeper” to 
Heber City. 

Owned by the Promontory 
Chapter, National Historical 
Railway Society, Salt Lake 
City, the relic has been on dis- 
play at ‘Utah State -Fair- 
grounds since 1951. Leased by 
Wasatch Railway Museum, 
the, steam engine will provide 
transportation on a daily run 
between Olmstead, near Brid- 
al Veil Falls, and Heber City, 
according to J. R. Edwards, 
museum president. 

‘GOOD AS NEWS 

“She is in beautiful condi- 
tion — good as new," said 
members of the two rail 
groups who have worked as 


“section hands” in dis- 
agreeable weather for the 
past three weeks. 


"They have laid 30-foot sec- 
tions of track in front of the 
engine, moved it forward by 
compressed air and then have 
taken the rear section of rail 
io the front, repeating this 
process in sequence to move 
it the mile from the fair- 
grounds to the Salt Lake- 
Garfield tracks. 

Today or Tuesday a Union 

` Pacific engine will take it to 

Provo where it will be fueled 
with coal and water, fired up 
and tested for the initial trip 
expected .to.. be ‘within two 
weeks. 

FAMED BALDWIN 

Baldwin Locomotive Works 
manufactured old 618 when 
the great railroad empires 
were built. One of the famous 
Harriman Standards named 
for the president of Union Pa- 
cific, Southern Pacific and 
several other lines, it was 
used for general freight and 

„light passenger service. 


gins To Ro 


J. R. Edwards, left, and Charles H. Nielsen check out "Old 618." 


In addition, Wasatch Rai- 
way Museum owns four other 
antique locomotives, includ- 
ing a Mikado 2-8-2, retired by 
Pacific Lumber Company in 
Skodia, Calif, and a Mallet 
articulated engine, one of six 
left in the world and formerly 
used as a logging engine in 
the Northwest. 

NEED LOVING CARE 

“These steam locomotives 
have to be pampered — they 
are just like living things,” 


said Charles Nielsen, eel 
Lake City, vice president ol 
the Promontory group. 


“They respond to loving 
care, selected fuel, cleanliness, 
even regular exercise, and in 
return they work like. M 
iron horses.” 

There's no doubt about the 
love and devotion involved! | 
Some of these men have spent | 
more than $5,000 of their own | 
money and countless work | 
hours for the past two years, | 
hoping to revive the dramatic | 


and colorful era of the steam. 
locomotive. 

UNTIL APRIL '72 | 

Things looked dark until 
last Sept. 22, when members 
of the State Road Commission 
. agreed to reject bids | pre- 
viously opened for disman- 
tling and salvaging the old 
Denver Rio Grande Western 
right-of-way down Provo Can- 
yon, allowing the buffs until 
April 1, 1972, to prove the fea- 
See LOCOMOTIVE, Page B-12 
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